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Introduction

Throughout the 1980s, thdranian authorities arbitrarily detained, tortured, disappeared and killed
thousands of people for their political opinionsreligious beliefs. The killing spree reached horrific levels

in August and September 1988 when the authorities implemented atplaypsematically liquidate political
prisoners across the country. In just a few weeks, an estimated 5,000 political prisoners were rendered
incommunicadpexecuted in secret and without trial, and dumped in unmarked individual and mass graves.

The@ A O (i ini¥es Weretkept in the dark about the fate of their loved origem late 1988 onwardghe
authorities inforned the families that their relatives had been executed, althotlgh timing and details
differed depending on the city. However, the authorities nereturned the bodies for proper burial. Nor
did they provide angoncreteinformation about the circumstances of or reasons for &xecutions or the
place of burial.

Thee decades later, there is still little information about the number and location of these giaxissing
researchhas identified at least 7gotential mass gravications acrostranM As of today Justice for Iran
hasbeen able to confirnthe locations ofL0 mass graves. The organizatisrcontinuingwith its efforts to

independently research and obtain information abaher suspected mass graves (See Annex 1).

This submissiomliscusses the state dbur mass graveandthe extremes to which the Iranian authorities

have gone to destroy them. These gravesareinorNemrs hhad’ s Be h e sihrorthRastera Ce met er y
Khorasan provinceBRa s ht * s T a z e h in Aditketh Glae previnoeAdhwaz s Behesht Abad
Cemeteryin southern Khouzestan provincandKhavaranin southeast of capital city, Tehran

Shocking techniques deployed to conceal evidence of mass graves include:

repeated bulldozing;

turning the sites of mass graves into stinking and unsightly garbagesium

hiding the location of mass graves beneath new, individual burial spots;

pouring concrete over mass graves; and

forbidding families and members of the public from dignifying the sites of mass graves, including
through erecting monuments and gravestones or adorning the sites with flowers, pictures, plaques
and loving messages.
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In addition to destroying the physiocavidence of mass graves, the Iranian authorities have adopted various
practices to erase all trace of the masdra-judicialexecutions anduppress the truth, including the exact
number and political identity of the victims and the identity of perpetnat

The authorities have excluded the names of those executed in 1988 from public death and burial records.
Wdza G A OS FT2NJ LNYyQa NBaSINOK aKz2ga GKFIG GKAa LINI OGAOS
1980s. In Tehran, the families of sowifethe 1988 execution victims have repeatedly requested access to

the death and burial records maintained by Behesht Zahra Organization, which is legally responsible for

collecting such data. The organization has refused to supply any information irgwéinsome occasions,

staff have informed the families verbally that their relatives are buried in Khavaran.

“These locations are scattered across 21 provinces and 40 cities. Tmeatyf the suspected mass graves are apparently in the
outskirts of cemeteries and areas that were, at the time of the massacre in 1988, disused and away from frequently edgsited ar
However, in many cases, with the passage of years and as the cemeteries have become more populous, the distance between the
individual cemetery plots and the mass graves in the outskirts has apparently decreased or in some cases completelyedisappear
Other sites of suspected mass graves have been identified in the deserted outskirts of cities and in forests, gardensnatcreat
centers and prison courtyardSee Annex 1.



Theauthorities havealsoY A a NBLINB&aSy 4GSR GKS OFdzasS 2F RSIGK 2y @GAOGA
has obtained copies df8 death certificates Onlythreeof themY Sy i A2y WSESOdzith€ y Q 2 NJ WK
cause of deathln three of the death certificates, the cause of death has been left biEm&remainind.2

death certificatesall misrepresent the cause of the death of prisonere@xed in 180s Three of the

certificatesOA (' S GFRYIkiibekcdusedmf deatipurNBE FSNJ (12 a RS ( Margetabigd; G dzNJ € OF d
and three attribute death to illness such as bleeding or stroke. One certificate claims that the executed

political prisoner died ofi I OF NX | OGRREY & yY¥ SiyiNAd vy 20| dzasSte caduse ofK A & K 2 dza
death.

Many familieshavetold Justice for Iran tht due to such deliberate misrepresentations, they have never
applied for a death certificate. Others said that because of various legal and administrative needs, they had
to apply and accept the misinformation.

1. Mashhad

al aKKFRQa +F1Af ! 06l R dnhJew @ys afleSIsan accepfed 2N RegoldfjoR 298 y
which called for aimmediate ceasefire in the war between Iran and Irag. In the weeks and months that
followed, family members who visited the prison wagieen false information. Some were told that their
loved ones had been transferred to other prisons and would return. Others were told that their relatives
had been sent to an island where drug addicts were held. A few were told that their loved onesédrad b
released and had decided to move overseas.

The uncertainty about the fate and whereabouts of political prisoners in Vakil Abad Prison continued for
about five monthsFromaround January 1989, the authorities began telling the families that their loved
ones had been executed. For some families, the grueling waiting game continued until March 1989. No
belongings or last wd are known to have been given.

According to a list put together Byformer political prisoner, at least 170 political prisonemsrevexecuted
in Vakil Abad Prison in the summer of 1988. At least 15 of the executed prisoners were under 18 years of
age at the time of their arrest.

After learning of the executions, the bereaved families went to numerous government offices, inchueling

Office of the Prosecutor and the Revolutionary Courts, to claim the bodies or at least find out where they

were buried Many families were turned away without receiving any information about where the executed

prisoners were buried. They were simpitR G KI & GKSANI NBf | 6A@Sa 6SNB a2dzif |
a ritual burial or a proper gravesitelowever, &F S¢ Fl YAf AS& KIFI @S &FAR (GKFG 2FFAC

Revolutionary Court told them that there were three freshly dug ditches at theksiten agf I Qy I G ! 6 | R
6L OS 2F GKS RIYYSRO Ay al aKKFRQa . SKSakKda wSIi I /SySi
in them.

This revelation confirmed rumors that had circulated since early August 1988 about the burial of executed
prisoners in mas graves. These rumors had spread after a man working for the city had been informally
told by colleagues employed in the washing room of Behesht Reza Cemetethahichad identified his
sonsamong the bodies of executed prisoners brought from VakildAdBason. The cemetery workers had
apparently told their colleague that officials had secretly dug canals on the edge of the cemetery, and
dumped scores of bodies in them.

This information was consistent with observations of families who visited weekly that section of Behesht
Reza Cemetery where executed political prisoneese buried in the early 1980dn August 1988, these
familieshadnoticed areas of disturbed eartrear the gravesites of their relatives, and saw a few body parts
protruding from the ground.



! aA0S 2F Yiraa 3INIFS ySIEN al aKKFRQa . SKSakKid wSli
believed to be buried @Justice for Iran

Wdza G A OS reFearthlindidddes/tigatifor the first years after the 1988 mass executions, security and
intelligence officials rigorously guarded thite of mass gravim Behesht Reza Cemetery. They put barbed
wire around it, prevented families from approaching the arend destroyed flowers and memorials
brought by them. As a result, many families held mourning gatherings at the individual gravesites of political

LINA 32y SNE SESOdziSR Ay GKS SIENIé& wmhpynadad ¢KS 2NAFYyAT L

bulldozed the site and regularly streamed water through it to make it inaccessible.
2. Ahwaz

Ahwad ClF 2NJ t Nhaz2y ¢gSyid Ayid2 FdzZt t20{1{R26Yy 2y HYy
Iran and other human rights groups indicates that after the lockdown, prison officials sorted the prisoners
based on their religious beliefs and politiedfiliations. They ushered the majority of leftist prisoners, both

men and women, onto a bus headed for Dastgerd Prison in Esfahan province, central Iran. Prisoners with
real or perceived allegiance to tiMOIwere transferred to a golf club on the rodetween Ahwazand
Mahshahr, and subsequently executed by firing squad.

Thefamilies were kept in the dark until about November 1988. Then the Revolutionary Guards told them
that they should send a distant relative to their office to receive informatiboua the prisoner. Cruelly,

the Revolutionary Guards said that the relative should bring food, raising false hope that the prisoner was
still alive. When the relativearrived, they were informed that their loved oneshad been executed.
Survivors from FajPrison estimate that betweeB0-40 political prisoners were killed by firing squad.

In Ahwaz unlike other cities, officials did not hide the location of the mass graves used after the executions.
They took the families to barren land 3km east of Belhehad Cemetery, showed them a bskaped
concrete structure, and said that the executed prisoners were buried under it. Individuals interviewed by
Justice for Iran said that when giving this information, the officials relied on a-tievan map. The
information provided suggested that women political prisoners were buried under the middle of the
concrete structure and the men prisoners under the ends of it.
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Right:A site of mass graweutside! K ¢ |
Behesht Abad Cemetery where the victin
of 1988 executions are believedo be &
buried @Justice for Iran

Left: A site of mass grave outside
Kol 1T Qa . SKSakKid 'oal R /
which is in a state of severe

disarray and littered with

corstruction debris, waste and

mud @HRANA

f M\

Justice for Iran located a witnes¥isa Baziarwho said that he saw the disposal of bodies into the mass
graves in early August 1988. He was 10 or 11 years old in 1988, and his father was a securftyr guard
block of buildings outside Behesht Abad Cemetery near the mass graves. That summer Yisa slept on the
0dzZAf RAYy3aQ NR2FG2L1ad 1S (2fR WdzaGAOS F2NILNIYY

GC2NJ AaSOSNIt yAIKGAXZ L alg 6KAGS FYodzZ I yOSdig 2 NJ G NHzO :
the ground with the loader, unloaded some white bags from the ambulance or the truck into the hole they

dug and then quickly covered it again with the earth they had dugl®uh Ry Qi {1y 26 @AKer 0 G KS@& od
a while, | asked my father what thesightly motions and noises were about. My father said thasewere

the bodies of people who had been executed.

Currently, the site of the mass graves outside Behesht Abad Cemetery is in a state of severe disarray.
Littered with construction waste, deis and mud, it is a wretched landscape in which the execution victims
are hidden from public view, stripped of humanity and denied dignity even in d&dit.stretch of land



containing the mass graves is sandwiched between housing developments on erandia large hill of
garbage and construction debris on the other. Families who visit must first climb over the hill of trash and
walk through pools of muddy rainwater as there is no drainage system.

Over the years, the families of the executed prisenélave been repeatedly warned against placing
headstones or other markers to memorialize their loved ones, or even writing their names on the concrete
structure.

3. Rasht

¢KS Yl aa SESOdziazy 2F LREAGAOIt LINE &a ¢irSilbidy cakigd wl 4 K Q&
out in secret, and the families were denied information about the fate and whereabouts of their loved ones

F2N) aSOSNIt Y2yidikKaed ¢KS SEIFOG ydzZvoSNI 2F LRt AGAONTE L
Survivors estimate thaaround 120 male and 20 female political prisoners were hanged. Some of the

prisoners were under 18 years of age at the time of arrest.

Ly wkakiz 2FFAOAITA A3IYy2NBR FlIYATASEQ Ayl dANRSAT NBF
emerged K & GKS 02RASa 6SNB Ay Ylaa 3INI@Sa Ay I+ NBY2GS
referredtoag | QY | iy the @uth@rities and the burial site of political prisoners executed in the early

1980s.

The information wagound out by families who hadontacts among cemetery workers. It was consistent
with changes that families of political prisoners executed in the early 1980s had noticed in the landscape
near where their relatives were buriett.seemshat from around lée July/early August 1988, the families
noticed trenches being dug near the area.

Wdza G A OS T2 NJ L NIy Gnhde 2018, &h$ lIraviBrKautBoRtigsava hidildalthé mass graves
beneath new, individual graves constructed and sold as new buriad.piat a result, the mass graves at
Tazeh Abad Cemetery have been removed from public view.

A site of mass
grave in a §
remote area of
wlk aKiQa X
Abad Cemetery F'¥

which is being
destroyed with
the

construction  of
new burial spots
@Justice for Iran *




The Iranian authorities have hidden the

site of mass grave belonging to the

GAOGAYE 2F wmodyy SESOdziAzy
Tazeh Abad Cemetery beneath new burial

plots @Akhbae-Rooz

Today, theexistenceoff the mass gravés knavn only to families and survivors whtad visited the site
prior to its obliteration.The owners of the new burial plots appear not to have been told the history of the
land.

Justice for Iran is continuingith its efforts to find information about the bodies buried at Tazeh Abad
Cemetery. Some people suspect that the authorities have secretly dug up, transported and scattered the
remains in other mass graves. Others believe that the authorities have deepenathdsegraves and built

the new graves on top. Both scenarios raise fears that the remains have become too fragmented and
degraded to piece together a full account of past loss.

4, Tehran

Survivors from Gohardasht Prison mark 29 July 1988 as thewdwa prisoners werecut off from the
outsideworld. Former prisoners at Evin Prison recall similar changes after a sermon on 5 August by the

KSFR 2F LNIyQa WdIzZRAOAT NBX ! el (2ttl K az2daAl @A ! NRSoAf &

By around early October, visits resumed in Evin and Gohardaisingr When families arrived, they were
givenbags that the authorities said contained the belongings of their dead rel&8wee families received

calls telling them to go to an Islamic Revolutionary Committee office to receive news abolutrhesoned
relatives. There they were informed that their loved ones had been executed and asked to sign a pledge
that they would not hold a memorial ceremony.

Families learned in late November or early December 1988 that &xeicutedprisonerswere buried in
Khavaran, which & deserted terrain of approximately 8,600 squareterslocated about 15km soutleast

of Tehran? This was aften visit to Khavaran where theyoticed body parts and torn pieces of clothing
protruding from the ground. The familiekig up the ground with their bare hands and unearthed several
corpses in what appeared to be a mass grave. As they were doing this, security forces arrived. They beat
the families and forced them out of the cemetery. They then poured concrete over thegoievent the

families from digging the ground and accessing the corpses. However, pieces of alahergught in the

dried concrete, providing evidence that bodies were buried there.

#lran Human Rights Documentation CenPeadly Fatwa: Iran's 1988 Prison Magsasupra note 13, pp. 156.
° Among these 12 men were Kiomars Zarshenas and Saeed Azaranj from the Tudeh Party, Mahmoud Honari and Rahim Hatefi from
the Iranian Communist Party, and Faramarz Soufi from the Majority Faction of the People's Fadaipaatimgaf Iran.



Khavaran mass grave near Tehran where some
the victims of 1988 executions are believed to
buried. @Justice for Iran

Since the 198QsKhavara has become the
symbolic gravsite for the mass extrgudicial
executions of 1988. Every year, mdamilies and
survivors try to gather thereot commemorate
their loved ones. However, the authorities ofte
stop families fromholdinggathering at Khavaran
and from placing flowers anpictures at the mass i
gravesite.

Over the yearsthe Iranian authorites havealso £
subjected Khavaran to repeated destructio

including by bulldozing. The latest round
destruction was in January 2009 when numero
ad hoc grave markings made by the families
some of those executed in 1988 were destroyed
bulldozer. e site was then partially covered b
soil, and trees were planted. This promptef
widespread concern that the authorities werg
seeking to destroy evidence of their human righ
violations. '

Amnesty International issued a statement on 20 January 2009ngatin the Iranian authorities to
GAYYSRAIFIGSt @ adt2L) 6KS RSAGNUzOGA2Y 2F KdzyRNBRa 2F AYyR7
2NBFYATFGA2Y 61 NYSR (KIG adKSaS O0GAz2ya NS FAYSR |
kilings of t§ A NJ NA I K{ (2 { NYzi RIE reozseli theGspokebpgrson ofEheJbublidiaiyA 2 y & §
Alireza Jamshidi, said at a press conference®daPuary 2009 that he had no information regarding the

destructive actions reported.

"MYySaide LYGSNYFaGA2y Lt GLNIYY t NBAaSNWS GKS YKI O NInomeNI oS aAidsS ¥F2
MDE 13/006/2009, athttps://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/MDE13/006/2009/eifaccessed 13 March 2016).


https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/MDE13/006/2009/en/

Recommendations

Justice for Iran urges the UN Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearat@assioit the
concerns raised in this submission to the Iranian authorities call onthem to:

0 NHzOGA2Y 2F GKS

f Immediatelyd 1 2L 4§KS RSANIRFGAZ2Y YR RSaf
SYSGEBNEBYSGISNET ¢S

I SYSGSNET wl aKiQa AbvalREK . SKISRK
site; and all ther suspected mass grave sites;

1 Reveal where the victims of the 1988ass executions were buried anditiate a forensic
investigation, with the help of independent, international forensics experts and following
meaningful consultation with all affected communities, in order to establishthmber and
identity of people buied in mass graves as part of a lamgerdue thorough, independent and
impartial investigatio into the 1988 mass executions;

1 Ensure that identified bodies are returdeto families for proper burial;

1 Facilitate an unfettered visit by the UN Working GrompEmforced or Involuntary Disappearances
to the country, including full access to both verified and suspected grave sites, including those in
¢ SKNI yQa aYMIK&EHNQaS . SKSakKid wSTF /SYSGSNRI wlakaQ
Ahwaa . SKSakKid !'o0lFR / SYSGSNET

I Cease the abuse and harassment of individuals and groups, including families and human rights
defenders, who seek truth, justice and repacatifor the 1988 mass executions;

1 Take effective measures (including law reform) to itigede and, where there is sufficient
admissible evidence, prosecute thosesponsiblefor extrajudicial executions and enforced
disappearances committed during the summer of 1988, and ensure that those who may have
perpetrated crimesunder international 4w are not granted amnesties or otheneasures to
maintain impunity; and

1 Ratify the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance
at the earliest opportunity, the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Coud #re
Agreement on Privileges and Immunities of the International Criminal Court, incorporate their
provisions into domestic law and implement them in policy and practice.



Annex 1-Map of potential mass graves in Iran
Wdza G A OS F2NJ LN yQa LINAYFNEB NB&ASEFNOK adaA3Saida GKFG GKS

scattered across 40 cities or villages and 21 provinces. The red signs indicate suspected mass graves and
the blue signs highlight mass gravlat Justice for Iran has been able to confirm.
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Annex 2— Detailsof mass graves identified and confirmed by Justice for Iran

Province | City/District/ Title of location | Latitude and Longitude Current situation
Village
Tehran Tehran Khavaran 35.556106, 51.573671 & A barren land; subjected to repeated destruction,
35.556210, 51.572860 | including bulldozing; families prevented from plantir|
flowers or placing any memorial stones.
Alborz Karaj Behesht Sakineh | 35.893079, 50.880530 | Acemented surfacesince2014,familieshave been
Cemetery allowed to put signsbearing the names ofictims.
Khuzestan | Ahwaz Lanat Abad (the | 31.283097, 48.700972 | A stretch of barren land sandwiched between
place of damned) housing developments on one sidad a large hill of
garbage and construction debris on the other; famil
must climb over the hill of trash and walk through
pools of muddy
Khuzestan | Masjid Talbozan 31.986094, 49.371200 | Remairsintact.
Soleyman
Khorasan | Mashad BeheshtReza 36.167730, 59.706280 & A barren land hidden from public view; for several
Razavi Cemetery 36.169124, 59.704649 | years after the 1988 executions, authorities bulldoz

the site and regularly streamed water through it to
make it inaccessible.
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6 | Gilan Rasht Tazeh Abad 37.283946, 49.621484 | Since 2010, authorities have hidden the mass grave
Cemetery beneath new, individual graves constructed and sol
as new burial plots.
7 | Gilan Rudsar Previous Fruit ang 37.153422, 50.287474 | Municipalauthorities havestarted a construction
Vegetable market operation
8 | Gilan Bandar Anzali | Lalehzaar 37.479971, 49.441141 | Remairsintact
Cemetery
9 | Gilan Lahijan Agha Seyyed 37.207982, 49.994359 | Remairsintact
Morteza
Cemetery
1 | Kurdistan | Sannadaj Revolutionary 35.307653, 46.999034 | Dueto a road construction, it has become a part of
0 Court the street.
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